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Village of Hyde Park 

Planning Commission 

Minutes of October 14, 2020 
 
 
The duly warned regular monthly meeting of the Planning Commission was electronically held on 
October 14, 2020. 
 
Present:  Riki French, Chair, Jack Anderson, Charlie Aronovici, Peter Gallo, Dan Young and Ken 
McPherson Others: Carol Robertson, General Manager 
 
Chair Riki French called the regular meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. There were no public comments. 

The 2020-2025 Town and Village Hazard Mitigation draft that was finalized by the Town as it 
pertains to their jurisdiction and with suggested additions that pertain to Village jurisdiction was 
reviewed and minor revisions made. Through the assistance of LCPC, the continuing erosion at 
the RT 15 culvert impacting RT 15 and Sylvan Road was added.  

The Town received a resident request to encourage solar development to decrease dependence 
on power lines during power outages. The Town requested feedback from the Village. The 
feedback is contained in the following addition to the draft plan.  

OBJECTION: 

The Village Planning Commission objects to the addition of the resident statement shown 
above due to lack of clarity. The Village Planning Commission makes a definitive statement 
that within the Hyde Park Electric service territory net-metered solar development is an 
unnecessary financial burden on ratepayers, the distribution system as well as the B-20 
Green Mountain Power transmission line. 

· The Department of Public Service thinks the significantly higher payment for net 
metering is no longer needed. “We wanted small distributed generation, so we 
introduced incentives … the issue then is when do you get to the point of saying, 
actually, you are a mature industry now, you don’t need this anymore,” said Ed 
McNamara, director of the department’s regulated utility planning division. “We 
have passed that point, we passed that point a while ago.” 4. 

· Energy New England LLC provides a historical record that logically predicts 
backfeed if the proposed 100 kW is interconnected to the GMP B20 transmission 
line. § HPE ‘s load has been negative 7,021 hours in the past three and half years 
and, on average, load becomes extremely close to negative in some of the summer 
months. HPE has a 1MW 100% Village owned solar array on the one distribution 
line feeding from HPE’s one substation. § The aggregated net metering generation 
on the circuit, including the proposed Generation Resource, will most likely exceed 
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24% of the line section annual peak load as most recently measured at the 
substation. 5. 

· C. The Village of Hyde Park Electric Department 

The Village of Hyde Park Electric (“HPE”) filed a compliance letter, attestations, and 
the RES Compliance Spreadsheet. In 2019, HPE met its Tier I obligation with the 
retirement of 6,599 RECs, including 1,321 New York System Mix attributes from the 
Niagara project. For Tier II, HPE met its 2.2 % obligation with the retirement of 264 
Tier II RECs. Additionally, HPE banked 3,066 Tier I RECs, including 1,971 Tier II RECs 
to be used for compliance in future periods. HPE met its 2.0% Tier III requirement 
with the retirement of 240 Tier II RECs. The Department recommends that the 
Commission find HPE to be in compliance with the RES for 2019. 6. 

4. https://vtdigger.org/2019/11/13/in-net-metering-talks-state-ideals-clash-with-
ratepayer-realities/ 

5. Case No. 20-2421-NMR, Letter of Objection 

6. Docket No. 20-0644-INV Renewable Energy Standard 2019 Compliance DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMMENTS ON RENEWABLE ENERGY STANDARD ANNUAL 
COMPLIANCE REPORTS 

Motion by Jack Anderson and second by Dan Young to approve the draft 2020-2025 
Town and Village Hazard Mitigation Plan as revised and submit the plan for review by 
the Vermont Emergency Management’s hazard mitigation officer. 
 
There being no further business, motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:12 p.m. by Jack Anderson 
and second by Riki French. The motion carried. 
 
 
 
___________________________________   _______________________ 
Riki French            Date 


